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From Our President:  I would like to remind 
everyone that at this year’s annual business meet-
ing, we will be deciding on where we are going 
with the Association and voting to continue or not.  
If you need to refresh your memory on this topic, 
go to page 3 of the November 2014 Newsletter.  
The decision on the direction we go is entirely up 
to the “Active Members” vote at the annual busi-
ness meeting.  You must be present at this meet-
ing to have your voice heard and to vote. 
  
New Finds:  Thomas Stachelski  SN (‘71 - ’73) 
 
         Welcome aboard, Tom! 
 
Ron Zimmerman, President 
 
A Word From the Vice President:  Didn’t I just  
finish writing one of these reports?  Now, it’s time 
to do it again!  It has been too quiet after the last 
report.  Ten more members sent in their dues.  If 
you already sent your dues in, kindly disregard this  
paragraph and skip to the next one. 
 
School is almost out.  All the grandkids are fin-
ished with sports except for the oldest.  DJ has to 
play in the District Tennis Sectionals on May 14.  
Yep!  This will have passed by the time you get 
this newsletter.  If you want an update, you have to 
come to Tampa.   
 
Joy is planting flowers, and Farmer Jim has been 
tending to both of his tomato plants.  Yes, I am 
taking care of two tomato plants!  We had to down-
size from the three tomato plants we had last year.  
Too much work! 
 
Fred Kiesel has been busy getting ready for the 
reunion.  Make your reservations and send in your 
money.  Guarantee!  We will have a great time!   
 
I have 88 paid members out of a current roster of 
214 members, give or take two on the latter num-
ber.  If any of you talk to other members, check 
and see if they sent in their dues.  Maybe drop a 
friendly reminder. 
 
Well, from the loud uproar coming from the other 
room, the grandkids are here for dinner.  I will sign 
off and hope to see you in Tampa, Florida! 
 
Jim Dunno, VP & Membership Chairman 
 

Secretary Report:  Hello again to all shipmates!   

Time moves quickly and our upcoming reunion in 
Tampa is fast approaching.  This is the 23rd USS 
Great Sitkin Association reunion.  We are all very 
proud of this!  Reunion dates are September 9 
thru September 13.  We would like to see more of 
our shipmates attending.      
 
Now for some official business:  Nominations for 
the executive board are now open for all positions 
for the coming year.  Only active members with 
current paid dues are eligible to serve.  Nomina-
tion should be sent to the Secretary by postal 
service or by E-mail.  All nominees will be con-
tacted to insure their acceptance of the nomina-
tion and their willingness to serve.  Nominations 
will remain open until our business meeting on 
Saturday, September 12, 2015 at 8:30 a.m.   
 
I am looking forward to seeing many former and 
new shipmates at the reunion.   
 
Jim Perko, Secretary 
 
Repair 3:  Sitting here in the dim light of the re-
pair locker, I have been thinking of how our time 
in the Navy prepared us for the lives we would 
lead after we got back on dry land. As for me, I 
went aboard the Great Sitkin approximately a 
year after I graduated from high school. I worked 
for one year at our family auto repair business, a 
straight 9 to 5 job, Monday thru Saturday. Those 
hours did not prepare me for what I encountered 
aboard ship. Forty-hour workweek? Hah! Not in 
my Navy! Standing watches, four on, four off. 
Four section duty. Having the mid-watch, then 
spending 0700 to 1700 hours working, and then 
having the mid-watch again. Five hours of sleep 
was a luxury, even less was the norm. Very 
quickly, I realized this Sailor signed on for the 
Navy life beginning in 1969.  
 
Then, all too quickly, it was July 1971, and I was 
standing on the pier in Bayonne realizing the 
Great Sitkin was not my home anymore. It was 
back to Collingdale and back to working at Kai-
ser’s Auto Service.  Soon, I was getting married, 
starting a family, joining the fire company, work-
ing as a youth group leader at church, getting 
back in the Navy Reserve, weekend drills, work-
ing on the house, etc. Wait!  What? Life is hectic  
when you begin to live it. HmmmEmaybe my 
Navy training, not the sanitized version I got at 
boot camp, but the “down on the deck plates” 
training I got on the Great Sitkin is really going to 
pay off as life continues. 

Association's Web Site: 
www.greatsitkin.org 



Fast forward to 2015. Sixty-four years old 
and two months away fromEMEDICARE?? 
Time for life to shift into slow gear, maybe 
even neutral?  NOT!!  The family business 
has shifted from cars to storing people’s 
(ah) junk.  Grandchild, aging parents, in-
creased responsibilities with any number of 
things.  Yeah!  It seems my training and 
experience from 45 years ago on the Great 
Sitkin is still helping me even now.  Good 
stuff! 
 
We just made our reservations for Tampa! 
Sounds like Fred and Michele are organiz-
ing a good time for the crew. As purveyor of 
the Ship’s Store, I usually come to the reun-
ions with a huge stock of merchandise to 
sell.  Because Mary and I will be spending 
some extra time in the Sunshine State be-
fore and after Tampa, I will not be bringing 
the Ship’s Store with me. I will be taking 
orders and payments for items and then 
shipping them when I get home. If there is a 
specific item you would like to have at the 
reunion, you can let me know in advance, 
and I will bring it to Tampa.  My E-mail ad-
dress is on the front page of this newsletter. 
 
One last word on reunions.  The 2016 event 
will be in the New York City area.  We are 
looking at several hotels on the New Jersey 
side of the Hudson River.  Our venues will 
be in Manhattan at the World Trade Center 
site and a visit to the former MOTBY in Ba-
yonne.  We are trying to schedule the me-
morial service at the home of FDNY Ladder 
11 on the East Side.  Shipmate ETN3 Rich-
ard Kelly was assigned to this ladder com-
pany when he was murdered on September 
11, 2001.  Have a safe summer! 
 
George Kaiser, Treasurer 

The Chaplain’s Corner - “Good Day to all 
of you.” 

 
Well, it sure feels like summer is knocking 
on our door here in Ohio. The temperature 
reached 900 yesterday at our home. I 
mowed grass for the second time this 
week. 

 
Patsy and I are getting ready to leave for 
Hawaii tomorrow morning. I have wanted 
to see the Arizona memorial for a long 
time.  Many folks say it is awesome. I had 
an uncle that was in Pearl on December 7. 
I remember him telling me he had to jump 
overboard because his ship was on fire. 
To think of all our brothers in blue that lost 
their lives that day is almost too much to 
take in.  
 
John 15:13 says “Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends.”  
 
Thank God for the brave men and women 
that have and are serving our great coun-
try. May God Bless Their Souls.  
 
Nick Huzinec informed us that his wife, 
Catherine Huzinec, had a stroke this past 
February.  She is coming along well in her 
recovery. They are planning to see all of 
us in Tampa. 
 
Patsy and I hope to see more of the 1970s 
group in Tampa.  For those of you that 
have not attended a reunion, start making 
plans. Don’t wait until you are too old or 
too sick to come and wish you had. 

 
It’s time to say good bye for now.  May the 
Lord Bless and Keep You.  
  

Honor Roll Update: 
 
David R. Boyle, QM3,  '65 - ‘67 
Larry R. Kozielski, YNTSN  '53 - ‘54 
Alfred R. Luck, GMG3,  '69 - ‘73 
Robert May, CWO1, '69 
Michael Windt, SN, '64 - ‘67 
  
Mark Rucker, Chaplain  
  
Comments from the Editor:   
 
An important issue will come up at the 
annual business meeting on whether to 
dissolve the Association or not.  Hopeful-
ly, the active members will decide to con-
tinue.  That being the issue and if the 
Association continues, how many of you 
would be interested in holding the 2017 
reunion in San Diego, CA ?   
 
Please let us know your thoughts via 
phone or E-mail.   
 
Dorothy Hodnichak, Editor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A veteran - whether active duty, or re-
tired, is someone who, at one point in 
his or her life, wrote a blank check 
made payable to "The United States of 
America", for an amount of "up to, and 
including their life." That is Honor, and 
there are way too many people in this 

country who no longer understand that. 

USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association Active Membership:  Active Member  status in the USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association is 
open to all crew members.  Dues are $20.00 per year and are used to cover the cost of the newsletters, Website hosting, domain name, ad-
ministrative and other expenses.  The membership year is 1 January through 31 December.     Membership cards will be issued to all crew 
members paying dues and will identify the individual by name, expiration date and number of years of Active Membership. 
    Payment of dues is not required to participate in any official function of the Association but is required for being an Active Member.  No-
tices pertaining to dues will be posted on the Website  and in the newsletters.  Active Members must have their dues paid prior to the annual 
meeting each year in order to retain their status and eligibility to vote.  
    To become an Active Member of  the USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association, please complete the application form below and send it 
along with a check made payable to the:    
     USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association,  c/o Jim Dunno, 272 Stone Hedge Dr., Johnstown, OH 43031  

USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association Active Member Application  & Renewal Form 
      Name:  ____________________________________________________     E-Mail: _________________________________ 

      Address: __________________________________________________     Phone: __________________________________ 

      City, State, Zip: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

      Dates Served Aboard:  _______________    Application Date: __________________      [    ]   New    [    ]   Renewal  

      Amount Submitted: $________________     [    ]   2015 YR ($20.00)      [    ]   2016 YR ($20.00)      [    ]   2017 YR ($20.00)  

       [    ]   Please send me a copy of the Constitution and Bylaws. 

       Comments:____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

       _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Richard E. Hatfield, LTJG -  Aboard USS Great Sitkin ‘62 - ‘65 
Date Entered Service:  May 1946 - Date Discharged:  July 1974 
 
I enlisted in the U.S. Navy in May, 1946.  After 25 days at boot camp in Bainbridge, MD and a long train ride 
across country to attend Class A Machinist School for 16 weeks, I took another train ride up the West Coast to 
Oakland, CA to board a troop transport to the Far East where I had orders to find and board the USS Pasadena 
(CL-65) for duty.  My first enlistment was for only two years, so I was ready to come back by the time I got there!  
I took my discharge at our home port of Long  Beach, then took another train back to the East Coast, went home, 
got a job I didn’t like and before my grace period of 90 days, I reenlisted.  Highlights of my Naval career since 
then were a two-year stay at the Naval Reserve Group, Charleston, SC working on and maintaining ships in 
the reserve fleet.  I left as a crew member of a Destroyer, DD-757, the only ship that took me around the 
world from Norfolk, VA to Korea via the Suez Canal. There was a little shooting and back to Norfolk, VA via 

the Panama Canal.  After three years aboard a Destroyer Tender, then a few months aboard another Destroyer DDE-507, I made Chief 
Machinist Mate in 1957.  While aboard the Tender, I reenlisted again and as a reenlistment incentive, I asked to go to the Compressed 
Gas School.  The request was granted.  I liked it so much that when I made CPO, I requested a tour of duty as an Instructor.  Again, 
request granted.  The same mail call that brought the Chief’s list also brought my orders to the Gas School via four weeks at the Instruc-
tor School.  While at Gas School, I applied for the Warrant Officer Program, however, the program was shut down.  The following year, I 
applied for a commission as a Limited Duty Officer.  BINGO!  I made it and was commissioned Ensign in January 1962.  I am very proud 
of the following record:  1957 CPO Acting, 1958 CPO Permanent, 1961 Senior Chief, 1962 Ensign. 
 
My Navy Detailer called me and followed up with a letter saying the urgency for my services on the USS Great Sitkin precludes sending 
me via the Officers Indoctrination Course, so I was commissioned on 2 January and on a flight to the Med on 5 January to relieve CWO 
Dave Thompson for a family emergency.  I found out later the OIC of the Gas School who recommended me for the LDO program had 
been in the same job I was going to.  Some of you may remember an Ensign Parker who was the MPA in the late 50s.  Jackson K. Par-
ker (Jack) was the only ex-enlisted man who made it to Rear Admiral without the benefit of a college degree.  Go ahead and Google it!   
 
I boarded  the USS Great Sitkin in Crete reporting to LCDR Hurst, the Executive Officer, and to LTJG Pope, the Engineering Officer.   I 
was pleased to find a dedicated group of chiefs and leading petty officers and an old ship that was in pretty good material condition. As 
the new MPA (Main Propulsion Assistant), I was their new boss.  Normally LDOs are left off the underway bridge watches so they can 
dedicate their time to engineering problems, so I had lots of time to get acquainted with the men and their machinery.  After a couple of 
weeks aboard the Sitkin, the CO, Captain John P. Weinel, issued an invitation to dinner in his cabin.  On the first meeting, you knew you 
were talking to someone who was “going places.”  He ended up a four-star Admiral and was very active on the political side of the Navy 
with NATO and similar groups.  I had the good fortune of seeing him before he passed way.  I thanked him for the trust he put in me.  In 
May, 1962 - Captain Weinel invited me to dinner again and asked how I felt about being the new Chief Engineer.  LTJG Pope was mus-
tering out of the Navy.  The Captain thought I was the right guy to relieve him.  How lucky can a guy get having been commissioned and 
promoted to department head within four months?  In spite of things like a bent propeller that had to be changed in Cartagana, Spain 
and the Cuban Blockade late in 1962, along with a few other minor engineering problems, I had a great tour aboard the USS Great 
Sitkin.  This was all due to Captain Weinel’s actions.     
 
I was due to be reassigned in January 1965, but a phone call from my Navy Detailer asked me to make another Med Cruise for certain 
benefits.  The benefits were a three-year tour in San Juan, Puerto Rico as the Repair Officer and No. 2 in command of the Industrial 
Manager’s Office supervising 35 civilians who would write specifications and direct local shipyard people in the repairs to ships in under-
way training in the 10th Naval District.  My next job took me to Vietnam again.  It was like independent duty.  I was ordered to the staff of 
the River Assault Flotilla (RivFlotOne), the commander of the Naval Mobile Riverine Force.  I was assigned to Squadron 11 of the MRF 
as the Repair Officer for a squadron of 52 boats of various configuration.  I had a small staff of petty officers who served on the boats 
and provided expert guidance and instruction to the boat crews.  My involvement was usually with the repair ship or the repair yard.  Our 
area of operations was in the Vietnam Delta.   
 
My next job took me to another repair job aboard the USS Ajax as the Assistant Repair Officer home ported in Sasebo, Japan.  A couple 
more deployments, then back to Vietnam for repairs to Vietnamese ships.  In 1970, the Ajax returned to the States after 13 years in the 
Far East.  In 1972, I was issued orders to COMNAVAIRPAC at North Island, CA as Budgeting Officer for the overhaul and repairs for the 
nine Aircraft Carriers of the Pacific Fleet.   
 
I retired in 1974 and went to work for a Cryogenics machinery manufacture in their Field Service Department.  The highlights of that job 
was the time spent in Brazil setting up a new plant.  I had a great career in the Navy with a pretty good retirement plan.  I would recom-
mend it to any young person for consideration.  My final rank at retirement was Lieutenant Commander.  Not bad for a ball bearing, 
valve twisting Machinist Mate!   



    Ship’s Ball Caps  $15.00 each 

Polo Shirts  

 Men’s and Ladies, Dark blue, Grey, Pink    $25.00 each 
(Dark blue not shown) 

Aluminum 
Water Bottle  
$10 each 

      All Weather Jacket 
      Blue,  $45 each 
 (Jackets are Special Order) 

Ship’s Picture Shirts  

      T-Shirts $18 ea  
      Sweat Shirts $25.00 ea 
Back of shirt has picture,  
Front has Ship’s patch design  

USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association -  Ship’s Store Order Form 

Name:       _____________________________________________ Phone:___________________ 
 
Address:  ____________________________________     City, State, Zip:    _________________ 

Ball Caps:                                                  Note:  Where sizes are indicated, please circle the size/sizes you want. 

USS Great Sitkin Ball Caps            (solid back)        $15.00 ea.    Blue     Quantity:  ______ 

USS Great Sitkin AE17 Ball Caps  (solid back)                   $15.00 ea.    Blue     Quantity:  ______ 

USS Ship Name & Silhouette Caps (mesh back only)        $15.00 ea.    Blue     Quantity:  ______ 

Shirts:                   Sizes 

USS Great Sitkin Polo Shirts - Blue           $25.00 ea.                  M  L   XL   XXL                             Quantity:  ______ 

USS Great Sitkin Polo Shirts - Gray             $25.00 ea.                 M  L   XL   XXL                               Quantity:  ______ 

USS Great Sitkin Polo Shirts - Pink              $25.00 ea.            S  M  L   XL    Quantity:  ______ 

USS Great Sitkin Ship’s Picture T-Shirt        $18.00 ea.            S  M  L   XL   XXL    Quantity:  ______ 
USS Great Sitkin Ship’s Picture Sweatshirt  $25.00 ea.                  L   XL   XXL Quantity:  ______ 

Jacket/Hoodie: 

USS Great Sitkin All Weather Hooded Zip-Front Jacket - Blue        

    (Note:  Jackets are on special order)  $45.00 ea.  M  L   XL   XXL                    Quantity:  _______ 

Aluminum water bottles:     $10.00 ea.          Quantity:  _______ 
                                                                                                                             

All prices include postage.                All orders should be sent to: 
Please make check or money order out to USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association  
                  USS Great Sitkin Association 
Note:  DO NOT include your “Dues” payment in with your Ship Store Order         c/o George Kaiser 
          They need to be separate checks or money orders.           311 Oak Lane 
                                                                                                                                         Glenolden, PA  19036 
Questions about Ship’s Store items can be E-mailed to:  ae17dc3@verizon.net 
 
 

    
    
    

  

  Ship’s Store 



 Joseph A. Rios, SN    Date Entered Service: June 20, 1963 - Date Discharged from active duty:   
                                          June 19, 1967, From the Reserve June 20, 1969 - Aboard the Sitkin ‘64 - ‘67 
 
                    What Does the Great Sitkin Association Mean to Me? 
  
 Five years ago, I discovered the USS Great Sitkin Association, went online and became a member. I have  
 been to four reunions and the organization has had a total of 22 reunions.  Ron Zimmerman stated at our 
 last business meeting that we might dissolve the organization due to a lack of members.  
 
 What I want to share with the group is that if it were to dissolve -- and things do end -- we take away tre-
mendous memories of existing friends and new friends.  It will soon be 52 years since my time aboard the 

USS Great Sitkin. I am very fortunate to have met six - seven shipmates, officers and enlisted men, including Ed O'Brien, Alex 
Paszly, Eugene McNeill, Fred Gallagher, Phil Tinnes, and Richard Hatfield, with whom I served.  I can also say I have had the 
privilege of meeting new shipmates in the last couple of years including Ed Herbst, Ron Zimmerman, Jim Dunno, Mark Ruck-
er, George Kaiser and Jim Perko. This has really been the highlight of my annual trip, meeting old and new shipmates.  I'm 
looking forward to going to Tampa this year for our 2015 reunion. 
 
I share with you a lesson of life. You meet so many people, and some stick and some do not.  It looks like we have something 
quite special in this organization.  I hope attendance holds up and the organization will be around for the next couple of years.  
I certainly appreciate being part of the Association.  
 
FYI:  I completed the hospital I have been working on for the last eight years.  It is a state-of-the-art children’s hospital (UCSF 
Medical Center at Mission Bay) that any engineer would be proud to be part of.      Joe Rios, Facilities Management  

 Front:  R. Hatfield, J. Rios, F. Gallagher 
 Back:  E. McNeill, E. O’Brien, A. Paszly, P. Tinnes 

       Naples, Italy -  1964 with J.R. Kelly,  
       A. Sizemore, J. Rios & others 

          Supply Dept. 1967    -    J. Rios   

 Sitkin Sailors with Jim Halpny BM3 (Lower front-smiling) 

   R. Wild & W. Winder - 1965       

Underway/Med - “Hold all trash on station”     Loading ammo at NAD Earl  

 J. Biancardi, R. Fowler  
      Med Cruise - 1961             

D. Taylor, D. Plymale,  J. Perko  
Radio Shack - 1961     G. Westbrook - 1963  



 
 

Come One Come All to the 
Great Sitkin Event this Fall! 

 
Our event is quickly approaching 

Just a few months away 
In the Sunshine State’s “Cigar City” 

Put your reservation in today! 
 

Lots of fun activities are included 
So, please come and see ‘em 

Such as Ybor City and (optional) Dali 
And American Victory Ship Museum. 

 
A delicious food filled welcome reception 

A BBQ at the indoor-outdoor pool 
A sit down annual banquet 
It’s all turning out so cool. 

 
Breakfast for 2 is included each day 
And the Marriott rate can’t be beat 

So send Fred Kiesel your check ASAP 
We can’t wait to save you a seat!! 

 
Call (772) 770-6339 if you have any questions. 



USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association 
23nd Annual Reunion Itinerary - September 9 - 13, 2015 

                                                       Tampa, Florida 
 
Headquarters: 
 
Marriott Tampa Westshore 
1001 N. Westshore Blvd. 
Tampa, FL  33607 
   
Reservations:  813-287-2555  Mention “USS Great Sitkin Reunion”     
      (Special room rate will apply 3 days before & 3 days after)    Check in:  4:00 p.m.   Check out:  Noon 
 
Room Rates:  $125.00 per night (special rate) which includes breakfast for two (each day) and all taxes.   
                             You will only be charged $125 per night. Complimentary on-site parking.  Last day to book special rate  
                              is August 12, 2015.  20% discount in hotel restaurant.  Two large malls & many restaurants are nearby.   
 
Airport:    Tampa International Airport (TPA) - Call hotel for courtesy shuttle from & to the airport (813-287-2555)  
     Hotel courtesy shuttle is free within a 2-mile radius (upon availability)  

Car Rental:    Hertz    OR    Budget 
     5503 West Spruce Street   4030 George J. Bean Inbound Parkway 
       Tampa, FL  33607       Tampa, FL  33607 
     Phone:  (813) 874-3232   Phone:  (813) 396-3126 

     Note:  Both car rental agencies are nearby the Marriott Tampa Westshore Hotel. 
 
Reunion Package:  (1 Person - $175.00)      (2 People - $350.00)      (3 People - $525.00)     (See registration form) 
 
 
Wednesday: 9/9    Main Registration Day in the Hospitality Room when you arrive.   
 
    6:00 p.m. - ???  A welcome reception will be held in the Hospitality Room.  The following food 
will  
                                  be provided:  Assorted cheese, sliced fruit, grilled & chilled vegetables and a carving station with  
                                  Steamship beef, roast turkey and baked ham.  Bring your appetite!  Yummmm! 
    
Thursday: 9/10    8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  Narrated Tampa Area Tour with guided tours of the H.B. Plant Museum 
and the  
                                  Ybor City State Museum.  Time will be allotted to explore the shops, have lunch on your own or buy  
                                  a hand-rolled cigar as a souvenir.  There will be a guided tour of the American Victory Ship Museum  
                                  where the Memorial Service will be held.  Return to the hotel to get some rest.   

   6:30 p.m.  Barbeque at the pool.  Cash Bar   
 
Friday:  9/11         (Optional tour)   Salvador Dali Museum  Cost includes transportation.  Public gallery tour OR 
enjoy 
                                  the galleries at your own pace w/audio guides - all with group admission.   
                                  See more at http://thedali.org - Take the virtual tour!                                     
 
                                  Free day for others.  Tampa has many other things to do:  Busch Gardens, Big Cat Rescue, 
Streetcar 
                                  from downtown to Ybor City, Florida Aquarium, Lowry Zoo and many other sites to choose from.     
 
Saturday:  9/12   8:30 a.m.  The Association business meeting which will be held in the Hospitality Room.   

                                  Free time after the business meeting until the Banquet. 

   5:30 p.m.  Cocktails -  Cash Bar 

            6:30 p.m.  Annual Banquet with sit-down dinner.  Choice of Mediterranean Chicken, Grilled Mahi 
Mahi,  
                                                    Braised Short Ribs.  All served with salad and dessert.  Cash bar. 

   7:30 - 11:00 p.m.  Music provided by the TnT Show 



Thursday:  Narrated Tampa Area & Guided Tours               Friday:  Salvador Dali Museum (Optional) 

    American Victory Ship Museum   Ybor City State Museum & Cigar-making Factories  

In 1886, two cigar factories were completed at Tampa signaling the 
founding of the industry in the area.  Pioneer manufacturer was 
Vincente Martinez Ybor, a native of Spain who made cigars in Ha-
vana & Key West.  Ybor’s move to Tampa was prompted by better 
transportation & favorable terms offered by Tampa’s Board of 
Trade.  Due to the efforts of Ybor & his associates, Tampa became 
a world tobacco manufacturing center.   

American Victory has been upgraded with modern VHF radio & radar 
(visible on the command deck).  Modern electronics have been added to 
the electricians' quarters & radio room, but she is generally in her historic 
form. Her 3-inch bow mounted deck gun is still in place, although it has 
been demilitarized.  She is a seaworthy vessel! 

        H. B. Plant Museum at the University of Tampa Campus 

The Henry B. Plant Museum is housed in the 1891 Tampa Bay Hotel, now a National Historic Landmark. During the 1880s, Henry Brad-
ley Plant was building an empire of railroads, steamships & hotels. He wanted that empire to have a palace & that grand palace was the  
Moorish Revival style Tampa Bay Hotel.  The hotel closed in 1930 as the Great Depression severely curtailed tourism. It remained empty & 
unused for three years. In late 1933, the Tampa Bay Junior College was allowed to move into the hotel, using the old suites s classrooms & 
offices. Because of the large amount of space afforded by the hotel, the scope of the junior college was expanded, becoming the University of 
Tampa. The Tampa Municipal Museum was established by the city to preserve the hotel in its original form and co-exist with the newly estab-
lished University. In 1941, the City of Tampa signed a 99-year lease with the University of Tampa for $1.00 a year. The lease excluded the 
southeast wing of the building to allow for the housing of the museum. In 1974, the Tampa Municipal Museum was renamed the Henry B. 
Plant Museum. 

       Salvador Dali Museum (Friday optional tour) 

The Salvador Dalí Museum is an art museum in St. Petersburg, 
Florida, United States, dedicated to the work of Salvador Dalí. It 
houses the largest collection of Dalí's works outside Europe. 



USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association 
2015 Tampa, Florida Reunion Registration   

September 9
th

 thru 13th, 2015 
  
_____________________________________________________________           
____________________________ 
Crew Member’s Name                Years Served Aboard the 
Sitkin 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
__ 
Home Address 
 
________________________________                  
____________________________________ 
Phone and/or Cell Number     E-mail Address 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
__   
Name(s) of Others Attending 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
_ _ _  

 
“Reunion Package” 

Welcome Reception, Narrated Tampa City Tour  
(Guided tours:  H.B. Plant Museum, Ybor City State Museum 

World War II American Victory Ship), Memorial Service, Barbeque and Pool Par-
ty,   

Annual Banquet (Sit-down dinner) w/Music by the TnT Show  
 

_____  1 Person    $175.00                  _____  2 People    $350.00                  _____  3 People    
$525.00   
 

“Optional Tour”   Salvador Dali Museum    
 

_____  1 Adult (under 65 yrs.)  $31.00 ea.                        _____1 Senior (65 yrs. and over)  $29.00 
ea. 
                           Note:  To receive the group rate, 10 or more people are required to attend. 
 
Total Amount Enclosed: ________________ Signature: 
_____________________________________ 
 
-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
- - - 

Make checks payable to:  USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association 
 
Mail Registration form and payment to: 
 
Fred Kiesel  
1585 50th Court                                         
Vero Beach, FL  32966                   Questions:  Please call Fred Kiesel at:  772-770-
6339  



                                   Association members who live in Florida come from the following cities!  
Come to the Tampa Reunion!  Visit other cities in the Sunshine State after the reunion! 

 
  Alva   2 hours    137 miles via I-75 North 
  Boca Raton  3 .5  hours   230 miles via FL Turnpike & FL-60 West 
  Cape Coral  2 hours    133 miles via I-75 North 
  Fort Lauderdale   3 hours, 50 minutes  264 miles via I-75 North 
  Key West  7 hours, 9 minutes  426 miles via U.S. 1 North & I-75 North 
  Jacksonville  3 hours, 14 minutes  199 miles via U.S. 301 South & I-75 South 
  Lakeland  39 minutes     35 miles via I-4 West 
  Miami   4 hours    281 miles via I-75 North 
  Mulberry  46 minutes     33 miles via FL-60 West 
  Naples   2 .5 hours   167 miles via I-75 North 
  North Port  1 hour, 18 minutes    84 miles via I-75 North 
  Orlando  1 hour, 20 minutes    85 miles via I-4 West 
  Palm City  2 hours, 50 minutes  171 miles via FL-Turnpike & FL 60 West 
  Port St. Lucie  2 hours, 36 minutes  160 miles via FL Turnpike & FL 60 West 
  Rockledge  2 hours    127 miles via FL 528 West & I-4 West 
  Sarasota  1 hour       61 miles via I-75 North 
  Sebastian  2 hours, 30 minutes  149 miles via FL-60 West 
  Seminole  48 minutes     25 miles via Park Blvd. North & Gandy Blvd. 
  Vero Beach  2 hours, 30 minutes  140 miles via FL-60 West 
  Winter Park  1 hour, 38 minutes    91 miles via I-4 West    

                     Hotel Lobby 

 Marriott Tampa Westshore Hotel        Indoor/Outdoor Pool 

    Guest Rooms - 37” Flat-panel HDTVs         In-House Starbucks                                         Fitness Center 

                     Patio Function              Blue Bistro & Bar       


