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From the President: I can’t believe it’s time for
another newsletter! Time goes by fast when
you’re having fun! So far this year we have gone
through a triple hernia operation, two cataract
removals, one gall bladder removal and a right
rotator cuff surgery. Hopefully, we will be in one
piece by the time of the reunion! We have to
look at the bright side. We are still on this side
of the grass!
Volleyball is over for the season. Now it’s time
for softball. All these grandkids can keep a person busy!
2019 Reunion: Sept. 11 - 15, 2019
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Now about the reunion: Please fill out your reservation forms w/check and send them to Alex
Paszly. It’s going to be another great time with
plenty to do! Mike Kleinbeck has 2020 well under way. We will be looking for ideas and a host
for 2021. If you have any questions or are a
little leery of being a host, ask Alex or Mike.
Past hosts, as well as the Executive Board, can
be a great help in planning a future reunion. We
are looking forward to seeing you all again in
September.
New finds: None to report
Jim Dunno, President
Vice President’s Words of Wisdom: Hello all!
I'm happy to report the membership roll is at 91
members strong. I'm still working on the reunion pictures and hope to have them posted
soon. I'm looking forward to seeing everyone
in Fredericksburg, VA.
Tom Stachelski, Vice President
Secretary Report: I’m looking forward to the
next reunion in Fredericksburg, Virginia! Registration begins on Wednesday, September 11th.
Many activities are planned for the reunion.
Welcome to all!
Nominations for Officers: Nominations for the
Executive Board positions are now open. All
positions are up for reelection every year. Present officers may be reelected. Only active
members who have annual dues current are
eligible to serve. All nominations for office must
be received by the Association’s Secretary
(me), no late than August 20, 2019.
Nominations must be in writing and sent by either the postal service or E-mail. All nominations
will be contacted by the Secretary to insure their
acceptance of the nomination and their willing-
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ness to serve. If you have any questions concerning nominations or serving, please contact
me.
Joseph Rios, Secretary
Greetings From Repair 3: “WHY MEN WHO
HAVE BEEN TO WAR YEARN TO REUNITE”
I now know why men who have been to war
yearn to reunite. Not to tell stories or look at old
pictures. Not to laugh or weep.
Comrades gather because they long to be
with the men who acted at their best; the men
who suffered and sacrificed, who were stripped
of their humanity.
I did not pick these men. They were delivered by fate and the Navy. But, I know them in a
way I know no other men. I have never given
anyone such trust.
They were willing to guard something more
precious than my life. They would have carried
my reputation, the memory of me.
It was part of the bargain we all made, the
reason we were willing to die for one another.
As long as I have my memory, I will think of
them all, every day.
I am sure that when I leave this world, my
last thoughts will be of my family, my God,
and………..my Shipmates.
(Author Unknown)
SUCH GOOD MEN!
I can’t claim credit for this prose; it came to me
via Facebook. When I first read it, it occurred to
me that the USS Great Sitkin wasn’t some glorious man-o-war ship fighting naval battles on the
high seas. We were an ammunition ship, part of
the US Navy Service Squadron. Think about
that day when you got your orders. “Hmmm, an
ammo ship.” I went to the base library to look up
the Great Sitkin and saw that it was originally a
Mount Hood class ship. Mount Hood blew up in
WWII with the loss of all hands. Kind of scary
(?!?) but by then boot camp and service school
had me, and probably you, already indoctrinated
that orders are orders and a good Sailor always
follows orders!
Standing on the pier looking at the big gray lady;
yep, that’s my home for the next two years. Remember your first ammo load out? I slept back
in engineering berthing, right on top of #4 hold
with three decks of 1,000 lb. bombs. Okay, now
it’s getting real! But soon, real soon, we learned
toAvf
live with all that power. We learned to rely on
our shipmates. We took her to sea, and we
stood long hours on watches in various parts of

her. We sent our bombs and bullets to
those fighting ships, but really, all they
were was a great big ‘thing” with guns.
They NEEDED US to give them their
punch.
And so it was. We lived with the danger,
we enjoyed each other’s company, and
then eventually, we went home.
That being said, do you know how fortunate we are to have this organization? I
think many of us do. After 18 years as
your Treasurer, I continue to be amazed
at the guys who send their checks in to
support a quarterly newsletter and a website that is beyond awesome.
As you’ll see in Chaplain Mark’s report,
our numbers continue to dwindle. Those
of us “kids” who were members of the last
crew will be hitting the 70-year-old mark
all too soon. To those of us who will be
gathering for our September reunion,
Mary and I look forward to another
chance to see you all and to gather with
“Such Good Men.”
Speaking of Chaplain Mark Rucker: Congratulations on your retirement from the
pastorate. Well Done, Thou Good and
Faithful Servant!
One last thing in regards to the Ship’s
Store: Seeing how I had zero purchases
generated from the past two newsletters,
your editor and I have decided to no longer advertise. Those coming to the reunion
will have the opportunity to take advantage of some terrific clearance specials.
George Kaiser, Treasurer
The Chaplain’s Corner: “Good Day to
all of you!”
It is so good to see green grass growing,
flowers blooming and the birds singing
again. It was a long, cold winter and

spring. I talked to Dorothy this morning,
and she has had the flu for a month now.
I am sure there have been others in our
group that has been ill also. There’s nothing like 75 degree temperatures to make
you feel better!

For the ladies, this has got to be Heaven!

The “Reservation Cutoff Date” is Tuesday, August 20, 2019. We are hoping
that everyone will submit their reservations much earlier in order for us to finalize our contractual requirements for hotel
Patsy and I are planning to take a trip out rooms, food, transportation, event tickets
west in June. She has never been out and Marine Corps Base Quantico.
west. I have some family in Arizona and Joyce and I will be in Alaska from June 2
Colorado we hope to see. It will be amaz- - 20, so if you have any questions, please
ing to see the wonderful hand of God in call us after the 20th or before we leave.
the mountains, rivers and deserts out
Alex cell: 540-672-7947
there. God has truly blessed our nation
Joyce cell: 540-672-8119
and continues to watch over us.
Psalms 104:24 “O LORD, how mani- If you are flying to Dulles International or
fold are thy works! In wisdom hast Richmond Airport, we recommend using
thou made them all: The earth is full WWW.FREDDYGO2AIRPORTS.COM
of thy riches”
(1-866-677-6643) for transportation to
and from the airport. Make your reservaIf you haven’t been to a reunion you tion as early as possible because they
need to try and come. You won’t regret have limited space. Ask for the USS
it nor will you forget it. See ya in Fred- Great Sitkin family discount!
ericksburg, VA!
Alex & Joyce Paszly
It’s time to say goodbye for now. May the
2019 Reunion Hosts
Lord Bless and Keep You.
Comments from the Editor: My husHonor Roll Update:
band, Mike, spent two years on the oiler,
Ronald J. Berg, GMM3, ’53 - ’55
“USS Waccamaw (AO-109).” We attendEdgar M. Carman, EM3c, ‘46
ed their reunions until their last one held in
Robert E. Duck, LTJG, ’64
2012 in Newport News, Virginia.
Mark Rucker, Chaplain
The Waccamaw folks are a wonderful
group of people! I made many friendships
2019 Sitkin Reunion Update:
which continue to this day. My special
Joyce and I want to encourage each and Waccamaw friends have been invited to
every one of you to join us in Fredericks- join us at our reunion in September as my
burg, VA for this year’s “REUNION.” We “guests.” They are looking forward to
have an itinerary that everyone will enjoy! meeting all of us and enjoying another
In addition to the specific sites we will ship reunion. I have been telling them
visit, our hotel is located in one of the what a great group we have. Now my
largest shopping centers I have ever Waccamaw friends will finally meet us.
seen. Our hotel, back in the 1980’s, was We welcome them to our reunion!
located on an 18-hole golf course that is
nothing but shops and restaurants now.
Dorothy Hodnichak, Editor

USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association Active Membership: Active Member status in the USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association is open to
all Sitkin crew members. Dues are $20.00 per year and are used to cover the cost of the newsletters, website hosting, domain name, administrative and other expenses. The membership year is 1 January through 31 December. Membership cards will be issued to all crew members paying dues and will identify the individual by name, expiration date and number of years of Active Membership.
Payment of dues is not required to participate in any official function of the Association but is required for being an Active Member. Notices
pertaining to dues will be posted on the website and in the newsletters. Active Sitkin Members must have their dues paid prior to the annual
meeting each year in order to retain their status and eligibility to vote.
To become an Active Sitkin Member of the USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association, please complete the application form below and send it
along with a check made payable to:

USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association, c/o George Kaiser, 311 W. Oak Lane, Glenolden, PA 19036
Name: _________________________________________________________

E-Mail: ___________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Dates Served Aboard: ______________________________ Application Date: __________________
Amount Submitted: $__________________
[

[

] 2019 YR ($20.00)

[

] 2020 YR ($20.00)

[

] New
[

[

] Renewal

] 2021 YR ($20.00)

] Please send me a copy of the Constitution and Bylaws.

Comments:__________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature: ____________________________________________

William (Billy) A. Swiecicki, SN Aboard the USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) ‘71 - ‘73
I enlisted in the Navy on my 18th birthday in 1971. I was the son of a World War II
Navy veteran who served from 1940 - 1946 and earned a battle star in North Africa
and another thee battle stars in the Pacific Theatre.
Growing up in Boston, I never had the opportunity to travel, and I always loved the
ocean. I figured joining the Navy would allow me to see the world on the water and it
did. But the Navy also provided me with experiences, values, and friendships that
would last far beyond my active years.
I primarily served on two ships: the USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) and USS Severin (AO61). Being on ammunition and fuel ships taught me discipline. When things didn't go
our way or a daunting job was assigned to us, my shipmates and I came together, listened to our officers and did whatever needed to be done to complete the task.
In addition to discipline, the Navy provided a great opportunity for learning how to get
along with all different types of people. Although my shipmates and I came from various cities and backgrounds, we
learned to live together; and more importantly, build strong bonds that developed into lifelong friendships. During an
era when Americans had a difficult time getting along with each other back home, we Sailors formed bonds and
friendships that didn't take into account where you came from, how much money you had or the color of your skin.
This is why, when I think back on all the miles I traveled and the places I visited, my fondest memories come when I
reminisce about my shipmates. My closest friends in the service were Bill Manning, Joe Savage, Rick Ancrum, and
Tom Stachelski. I was fortunate enough to have served under terrific leaders in Captain Paul W. Rohrer, Captain
Robert D. Buchwald, Lt. Commander James W. LaPean, Lt. Commander Zeark and LTJG Tim Noland. CW02 Don
McClane was a terrific naval officer and even a greater mentor and friend. Ray Bryant and Chuck Connors also had
major influences on my time in the service. I wouldn't have developed the values, work ethic, or responsibility that I
have today if it wasn't for learning from the examples set forth by these men.
After leaving the Navy, my only disappointment was observing how poorly Vietnam-era veterans were treated after
returning home. I long resented this, but it is great to see how times have changed. I eventually joined the union for
the Massachusetts public transportation system and worked there for close to 30 years. The discipline I learned in
the Navy really helped me as a 20-something year old veteran trying to make a living and start a family. When I
faced adversity, I stayed the course and worked hard just like my officers and shipmates had taught me.
It has been so great having the internet and using technology to reconnect and stay in touch with all of my shipmates. Regardless of how much time has passed, we are all still brothers, and I am very appreciative for all of my
experiences and friendships.
My advice for a recently enlisted Sailor would be to go in with a good attitude, trust your superiors, and follow instructions. Find any way possible to contribute to completing the job. Cherish all of the friendships you make!

LTJG Edward
Tim Noland

LCDR. James
W. LaPean

CWO2 Don
McClane

YN3 W. Manning, (Back) SN W. Swiecicki,
SN T. Stachelski, BM3 T. Heburn, SN J. Donath, BM3 R. Bryant, SN K. Meade

PNCS (SW) Joseph
A. Savage

CAPT. Robert
D. Buchwald

USS Great Sitkin (AE-17)

CAPT. Paul
W. Rohrer

CDR Robert D. Buchwald
relieves Capt. Paul W. Rohrer as
Commanding Officer

USS Severin (AO-61)

Captain Robert Edmond Duck - LTJG While Aboard the USS Great Sitkin in 1964
Robert Edmond Duck, age 76, of Upland, California passed away on Monday, March 18, 2019, in
the City of Rancho Cucamonga, California. Robert was a previous long time resident of Newport
Beach.
Bob was a lifelong Sailor and learned to sail at the young age of eight years under the tutelage of
Cornelius Shields in Huntington Harbor, Long Island, New York. He graduated from the State University of New York Maritime College located in Bronx, New York and was a licensed Sea Captain who held a license to Captain any vessel in any ocean and of any tonnage.
Following his graduation, he was commissioned by the US Navy and was assigned to the USS Great Sitkin (AE17) as the ship’s navigator. He was then assigned to shore duty as the Operations Officer at the U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland, where he was responsible for 200 watercraft and the major waterfront facility. He had
collateral duties as a Sailing Instructor of Midshipmen. He also did a significant amount of offshore sailboat racing
during this assignment.
Upon completion of his Naval Service, his career path led to Wall Street where became an auditor at the brokerage
firm of Hayden Stone and Coats and Clark Textile as National Sales Manager. For almost a decade, he was involved with alternate energy projects in Europe.
After coming to California, Bob became the Managing Partner in the Newport Sailing Club. He loved to teach sailing to those who were interested in learning and had an encyclopedic knowledge of all things sailing, especially
safety at sea. Bob was an accomplished Sailor and former member of the New York Yacht Club. He was known to
many in Newport Harbor for his participation in various boating activities.
Note from Eugene McNeill: Bob Duck will always be young as that is how I remember him. I had not seen him in
more than 50 years. I am still sad about his death. I remember all my fellow officers as we shared our lives and
lived on that little planet called the “Great Sitkin.” I remember the last adventure we shared. It was the actual rescue of approximately seven men on an overturned sailboat in strong winds off the coast of Malta a few days before
I left the Sitkin. Bob was concerned that the utility boat I was using would hit and damage the sails and lines while I
was concentrating on not running down one of the sailboat’s crew. I had a good man on the helm, and we were
successful with the rescue. We managed to recover the sailboat and its crew. This is one of the mundane things I
remember from my Navy days half a century ago when I think of Bob Duck. The world has lost a true gentleman, a
good friend and proud veteran.

ENS. James Palmer - '64
Jim likes to remind me that in the 60’s while many Americans were moving to
Canada to avoid the draft, he moved to the U.S. and joined our Navy. After two
years on the Sitkin, he volunteered and served in Vietnam.
He was a deck officer on the Sitkin and took over my second division. There was
never a finer shipmate!
Eugene E. McNeill, LTJG

ENS. James Palmer - '64

USS Great Sitkin (AE-17)

USS Harry E. Yarnell, Leahy-class guided missile cruiser of the United States Navy, USS Great Sitkin (AE-17),
USS America (CV-66), an amphibious assault ship of the U.S. Navy, one of three Kitty Hawk-class supercarriers.

FCSN Bill Simane - ‘54
PN3 Justo Delacruz, IC3 Phillip Willey, BT1 Donald
Pelt, Tony ?, MM2 Robert Pratt, YN3 Clifford Baldwin
Sicily, '58

Unknown, SN Ed Barberich, Waitress, BM3 Robert
Zombek, BM3 Fred Gallagher, QM3 Paul Keefe,
BM2 Al Flaton, SFP3 John Gower, SN William Johnson

Promotion
Ceremony - ‘65
GMG3 Roscoe Westfall - '68

BT3 David Black, SN John Midura,
PN2 Leandro Rios-Rivera - 1957

A Sitkin Tale #3
It seems the older I get, the more I reminisce about my time in the Navy. Thirty years of
active duty is a long time and during that period I had the privilege to meet and serve with a
lot of wonderful people. Since Joyce and I joined the Sitkin Association some 13 years
ago, shipmates aboard the Sitkin play a growing role in my memory.
I served under three Captains aboard the Sitkin. One stands out from the other two due to
his colorful personality. He cared for the crew and the crew liked him. While underway, he
would frequently come off the bridge, tour the spaces and talk with the crew. Days before
the ship visited a port for Rest and Recreation; he would talk to the crew on the ship’s 1MC,
read from the Navy’s port information of the places to visit and places to avoid. Once he
spent quite a bit of time explaining to the crew that “you should always drink the local wine because it’s better
and cheaper.” He would talk at length about the danger of drinking brandy in place of bourbon. Europeans do
not drink much bourbon while “Fundador,” a popular Spanish brandy, sold for $1.00 a bottle. I can vouch for
that!
I recall one time telling the Captain that I had never seen a “whale.” One day at sea, while I was back in the aft
repair parts store room, I heard the 1MC blare: “Lt. Paszly, report to the Bridge on the double.” When I got to
the Bridge, the Captain thrust his binoculars at me and said, “Look, Alex, there is a pod of whales!” How could
you not like the man?
Occasionally, when we were together and he had a few drinks, he would take out his billfold and show me picture of his daughters. He and his wife were both previously married with three girls each, all single, ranging in
ages from 18 to 24. As he showed me the pictures, he would say; “Alex, I want you to marry one of my daughters. Just pick one.” Each time I would look at all the pictures and say: “They are all so beautiful. I will have to
wait until we get back to Bayonne so I can meet them all.” He was a hoot!
There was just one problem with our Captain. He had issues with alcohol and when he got ashore, some funny
things could and did happen. This “Tale” is about such a happening. It was Christmas Day, and we were anchored off one of the ports either in Italy or Spain. While I was in the “liberty” section, my plan was to stay
aboard, write a letter home to my parents and make sure that the special Christmas turkey dinner for the crew
went without a hitch. Mid-afternoon, our Executive Officer (XO) came by to see me and told me that the Captain was going ashore for dinner, and he wanted his Department Heads to join him. I told the XO that I wanted
to stay aboard to look after the Christmas meal. He cautioned me that the Captain wanted me to come and “it
might hurt me if I did not attend.” So, I gave up and joined the group in the Captain’s Gig and we all headed
ashore.
The first place the Captain took us was a very nice lounge and we all ordered drinks. We were there approximately 15 minutes when the Captain turned to me and asked me to loan him $20.00 USD. I told him I did not
have $20.00 USD on me but would be happy to loan him the equivalent in local currency. He replied, “I could
ask any member of the crew, and they would trust me and loan me the $20.00.” Discussions went back and
forth and finally I showed him my billfold to try and convince him that I just didn’t have the $20.00 USD in my
billfold. During this time, the rest of our group was just giggling at my predicament.
After this discussion, I excused myself for the restroom and bailed out from the group to head elsewhere.
Shortly, I ran into one of the officers off our ship and we went to dinner. After dinner, we walked around a bit
sight-seeing. Finally, we stopped at a local pub located near the landing where we could catch our liberty boat
back to the ship.
While sitting at the bar with my back to the large front windows, something made me turn around and look.
And there, with his face pressed to the window, was our Captain. When he spotted me, he bolted for the front
door. Fortunately, there was a side door and I ran out. He saw me run out and started chasing me down the
street yelling, “Paszly! Come back. I saw you!” I just kept running thinking that later I could deny that it was
me he was chasing.
Afterwards, I managed to catch the liberty launch back to the ship without the Captain seeing me. When I
boarded the ship, the Officer of the Watch advised me not to go into the Wardroom because the Captain was in
there waiting for me. I took his advice and went to my room and got into the shower wondering, “What Happened?”

A Sitkin Tale #3

(Continued)

I was in the shower no more than a few minutes when I heard a slight noise in my room. So, I cracked the
shower door slightly and saw the Captain rolling up my mattress, sheets, blanket and pillow and walking out
with them. I did not know what to do, so I stayed in the shower a bit longer when I heard the Captain again.
Through a crack in the shower door, I saw him pick up one of my large stereo speakers, still in the shipping
crate, and walk out with it.
Now, I really did not know what to do. He knew I was back aboard. I could not go to bed, so I stayed in the
shower. While I was contemplating my next move, the messenger of the watch came into my room and told me
the Captain wanted to see me in the Wardroom immediately.
At this point, I got a little annoyed and since he wanted to see me immediately, I just wrapped a large towel
around my waist, put on my shower slippers and walked dripping wet into the Wardroom, a short distance down
the passage way from my room.
The Captain was in the Wardroom sitting down with my stereo speaker between his knees, pounding the top
with a serving ladle, telling me to sit down because he was going to “court martial” me. There were half a dozen
officers in the Ward Room having a great time laughing. He was obviously high. From previous experience, I
knew that the only way to handle this was to go along with him until we could get him to bed.
I suggested to the Captain that he allow me to get the Christmas cookies my parents sent me, and we could
have a few with a cup of coffee while he court martialed me. He agreed it was a good idea. So, I fetched the
cookies and while we were eating cookies and sipping coffee, he fell asleep in his chair. Since I was still
wrapped in a towel, the guys in the Ward Room picked him up, chair and all, carried him up the stairs (ladder) to
his in-port cabin and tucked him into bed.
The next day when we saw him, he was perfectly fine as if nothing happened. This incident was not at all unusual. Sober, he was great and when he was a bit under the weather, everyone took pains to take care of him.
We all really liked him!
Honest, you just can’t make this stuff up!

Reunion Update:
This is the last newsletter before the September Reunion. If you haven’t already, please make your hotel reservations and submit your reunion registration form by the deadline. The “Reservation Cut Off Date” is
Tuesday, August 20, 2019.
Again, we are hoping that everyone will submit their reservations much
earlier in order for us to finalize our contractual requirements for hotel
rooms, food, transportation, event tickets and the Marine Corps Base,
Quantico.
We’re looking forward to seeing y’all in Fredericksburg!
Alex & Joyce Paszly, 2019 Reunion Hosts
Booking link for online reservations:
Online : https://reservations.travelclick.com/15003?groupID=2249760
Phone: 1-540-786-8321

September 11 - 15, 2019 Itinerary
th

Wednesday, September 11
▪ Registration - Noon ‘til ?? - Welcome Reception - 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Palm Room Hospitality Suite
Thursday, September 12th
▪ Depart hotel at 8:00 a.m. for Quantico Marine Corps Base & Museum
— Active participation on Virtual Convoy Combat Trainer & Indoor Simulated Marksmanship Trainer
▪ Depart for National Museum of the Marine Corps
— Food Service and Tun Tavern onsite for lunch
— Two movie theaters (one free, one 3D w/$4.00 admission)
— Elevator and wheelchairs available
▪ Depart Museum for hotel at 4:00 p.m.
▪ BBQ Picnic in Palm Room at 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Friday, September 13th
▪ Depart hotel at 8:00 a.m. for Mount Vernon, George Washington’s Home
— Food Court and Mount Vernon Inn onsite for lunch
— Wheelchairs available
— Shuttle provided to visit Wharf/Pioneer Farm and/or Washington’s Distillery & Gristmill
— Education Center w/3 movies
— 50 minute guided tour of Washington’s Mansion
▪ Depart Mount Vernon at 2:00 p.m. for Quantico National Cemetery for Honor Ceremony
▪ Depart Cemetery for Photo Op at Iwo Jima Statue at Quantico Marine Corps Base
NOTE: — Shannon’s Bar & Grill Restaurant (w/Friday/Saturday nite entertainment) & Ledo’s Pizza (both
Onsite at hotel)
— Applebee’s, IHOP, Joe’s Crab Shack, Olive Garden, Outback Steakhouse, Ruby Tuesday’s
all within a 2-minute walk from hotel. Dozens more restaurants close by.
Saturday, September 14th
▪ Annual Business Meeting in Palm Room at 9:00 a.m. Election of Officers
▪ Free time from close of meeting to approximately 5:30 p.m.
▪ Annual Dinner Banquet and Dance in the Fredericksburg Ballroom
— 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Photos & Cocktails
— 6:30 p.m. Dinner - Dancing til Midnight w/ DJ Roo
Sunday, September 15th
▪ Farewell Breakfast 6:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. Time to say “so-long” ‘til next year!

Quantico National Cemetery - Honor Ceremony
TUN TRAVERN
“Beer is living proof that
God loves us & wants us
to be happy”

Highlights of the 2019 Great Sitkin (AE-17) Reunion at Fredericksburg, Virginia
Exhibits
Global Expeditions
World War I
World War II
Korean War
Vietnam War
Forward Deployed
Afghanistan & Iraq
Leatherneck Gallery
John H. Glenn
a U.S. Marine
Corps aviator,
engineer, astronaut, & U.S. Senator. First American to orbit the
earth.
(Shown with his
wife, Annie).

Features
Scuttlebutt Theater
Medal of Honor
Theater
Laser Rifle Range
Combat Art Gallery

VCCT (Virtual Combat Convoy Trainer)
“The first year we put about 100,000 troops
through simulations,” said Chester Kennedy,
Lockheed Martin's vice president of engineering, global training and logistics. “A lot of us still
have e-mails from Soldiers that sent back notes
saying, ‘You saved my life.”

3D Giant Screen Theater
showing three
38-minute films:
1. Aircraft Carrier
2. The Magic of Flight
3. We, The Marines

War Dog Memorial

The Official Website of the U.S. Marine Corp

For all Sitkin people and friends at all levels.
Have fun!
ISMT (Indoor Simulated Marksmanship Trainer
Remedial training, making a good shooter better
and sustainment training
The Official Website of the U.S. Marine Corp

For all Sitkin people and friends at all levels.
Have fun!

Quantico National Cemetery - Honor Ceremony

Photo Op at Iwo Jima Statue
National Museum of the Marine Corps

Highlights of George Washington’s Mount Vernon, the Wharf, Distillery & Gristmill
George Washington

Wharf - Find out more about Washington’s
successful fishery business at the wharf.

George Washington’s home - Mount Vernon
Gardens and Grounds: See what grew in Washington’s time in
the gardens, greenhouse, and nursery. The quarter-mile-long
forest trail connects the historic area to the Pioneer Farm and
represents the vast forested areas of Washington’s estate.

Distillery & Gristmill:
Washington’s Distillery & Gristmill
used technologies that were
cutting edge in the late 1700s.
These fully functioning reconstructed buildings are open for
tours. Located 3 miles from the
estate.

Education Center
Revolutionary War Experience - The quest for
independence comes to life in the Revolutionary War theater, where seats rumble with
cannon fire and snowflakes fall every day.

Distillery & Gristmill

The original George Washington Distillery
was once the top-producing distillery in
America during the 1790s. The reconstructed distillery is built on the original site and
produces whisky and brandy.

Complimentary shuttle to visit
fully functioning reconstructions
of Washington’s Distillery &
Gristmill

Fredericksburg, Virginia Reunion
September 11th thru the 15th, 2019
Headquarters:
Fredericksburg Hospitality House
2801 Plank Road
Fredericksburg, VA 22401
www.FredericksburgHospitalityHouse.com
Reservations: 1-540-786-8321
Event Code: USS Great Sitkin

Hotel Accommodations:
$110.00 per night + taxes, double occupancy,
Includes a hot buffet breakfast.
Rates good 3 days prior & 3 days after the reunion.
Check in: 3:00 p.m. Check out: Noon

Hotel Amenities:
All rooms have a balcony or patio
Junior Olympic-size outdoor pool
Mini refrigerator and microwave
Hair dryer and coffee maker in all rooms
Complimentary Wi-Fi Internet access, cable TV
Complimentary on-site parking
Fitness Center
Two restaurants in hotel:
Ledo Pizza & Pasta
Shannon’s Bar & Grille

(Live entertainment on Friday/Saturday evenings)

Travel: Richmond, VA (Recommended)
Airports: Richmond International Airport (Code RIC)
Dulles International Airport (Code IAD)
Reagan Washington National Airport (Code DCA)
Train:
Drive:

Amtrak - One stop in Fredericksburg
I-95, Exit 130B to hotel OR
Route 15/29 to Route 3 into Fredericksburg

Shuttle Service: Hotel does not provide shuttle service.
Freddy Go2 Service from Dulles or Richmond airports: $115 per 1st person, $35 ea. additional person/s
1-866-677-6643 or visit www.freddygo2airports.com. Ask for USS Great Sitkin rate.
Chop Chop Route 95 Shuttle from Reagan International Airport: $110 per 1st person, $10 ea. add. person/s
1-703-441-9999 or visit: www.chopchopshuttle@gmail.com

RESERVATION CUTOFF DATE IS:
TUESDAY, AUGUST 20th !

Nearby Places of Interest:
Olde Towne Fredericksburg

Fredericksburg
Area Museum

Mary Washington House

Historic Kenmore

Hugh Mercer
Apothecary Shop

Rising Sun Tavern

TOURS:

Olde Towne Carriage Tours

Fredericksburg Area
Battlefield Tours

Architectural Walking Tours in Olde Towne

Ghost Tours

Civil War Park Tours

Flavors of Fredericksburg Tour
(Food & History)

Within Six Miles of Hotel:

Gari Melcher’s Home & Studio

Civil War Battlefields

Ferry Farm

Shannon Air Museum

Note: All of the above are listed in the 2019 Visitor’s Guide in your informational reunion packet.
Many of these attractions have small admission fees.

Other Historic/Scenic Locations w/mileage from hotel
Charlottesville Area:
Thomas Jefferson’s former home - Monticello
James Madison’s former home - Montpelier
James Monroe’s former home - Ash Lawn - Highland
Luray Caverns
Shenandoah National Park
Skyline Drive

63 miles
39 miles
66 miles
70 miles
62 miles
77 miles

BBQ Picnic
Thursday, September 12th - 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. - Palm Room
Hill Country Cookout Buffet
Fresh Garden Greens with Assorted Toppings
Ranch and Honey Balsamic Vinaigrette
Rolls and Butter
BBQ Chicken
Pulled Pork BBQ
Coleslaw and Potato Salad
Ranch Style Baked Beans
Southern Country Green Beans
Cookies, Brownies and Blondies
Iced Tea, Lemonade and Coffee
Cash Bar

Annual Reunion Banquet
Saturday, September 14th - 5:30 p.m. Fredericksburg Ballroom
George Washington’s Feast Buffet
Mixed Field Greens with Assorted Dressings
Rolls & Butter
Chicken Parmesan
Salmon w/tomato shallot relish
Slow roasted sliced London Broil au jus
Wild Rice
Asparagus in a Light Lemon Butter Sauce
New York Cheesecake drizzled with a Fruit Coulis
Chocolate Lover’s Delight Cake
Apple Pie
Iced Tea, Coffee, Decaf and Hot Tea
Cash Bar
Music by DJ Roo

Dress for the Banquet: Business casual for the guys. Wear a collared shirt
and slacks. For the ladies: similar attire.

Reunion registration form - Reverse side

USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association
2019 Reunion Registration - Fredericksburg, Virginia
September 11th thru 15th, 2019
_____________________________________________________________

______________________________

Crew Member’s Name and Age at Reunion Date

Years Served Aboard the Sitkin

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Home Address
________________________________________
Home Phone and Cell Number (for reunion)

______________________________________
E-mail Address

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name(s) of Guests Attending Reunion

_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _

“Reunion Package”
Welcome Reception, Tour Quantico Marine Corps Base,
Tour National Museum of the Marine Corps, and BBQ Picnic at hotel,
Tour Mount Vernon, George Washington’s Home, Shuttle to Wharf/Pioneer Farm
and/or Washington’s Distillery & Gristmill, Quantico National Cemetery for Honor Ceremony
Photo Op at Iwo Jima Statue, Annual Banquet - George Washington’s Feast Buffet
w/Music by DJ Roo
_____ 1 Person

$140.00

_____ 2 People

$280.00

_____ 3 People

$420.00

Total Amount Enclosed:______________ Signature:____________________________________

-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Make checks payable to: USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association
Mail Registration form and payment to:
Alex Paszly
600 Bowlers Mill Run
Gordonsville, VA 22942

Questions: Please call Alex at: 540-832-3119

- --------------------------------------------------------------------------Please do not include membership dues payment in with your reunion payment. Thank you!
Deadline for submission: Tuesday, August 20, 2019
Please note: The tours and events are booked and paid a month in advance. Any cancellations
before the deadline will be refunded.

