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From the President:  
 

2020 Reunion:  Sept. 9 - 13, 2020 
Norfolk, Virginia 

 
Wow!  Another reunion is in the books!  A big 
“Thank You, Alex and Joyce!” for another memo-
rable reunion with old friends and a lot of new 
ones. 
 
This year had some high points and a few low 
points -  none which took away from the reun-
ion. We had more people at this reunion than 
we’ve had in a long time thanks to Dorothy who 
invited her Waccamaw friends. On the low side, 
it was Dorothy who has decided to step down as 
editor of the newsletter and official photogra-
pher. She has done amazing work for us the past 
seven years, the hardest part was keeping the  
Board in line!  Thank you, Dorothy, for every-
thing.  You are greatly appreciated!    
 
New items:  George Kaiser has taken on the 
newsletter.  He has a company to print and mail 
for us.  If any of you would like to take this task 
on, please step up and take a shot at it.  
 
Pat Pasquarella agreed to be the ship’s photog-
rapher. George is working on the 2020 reunion 
in Norfolk, VA.  I am working on a Sitkin reunion 
in Cleveland, Ohio for 2021.  
 
Any of you who have considered coming to one 
of our Sitkin reunions, here is your opportunity.  
Save your change and join us. 
  
So as Fall is coming to an end, so is my note to 
you.  Stay safe and healthy!  We will see you at 
the next reunion. 
 
New finds:  None to report.   
            
Jim Dunno, President 
 
Vice President’s Words of Wisdom:  
 
What a fantastic reunion we had in Fredericks-
burg!  Congratulations and “well done” to the 
Paszly’s on another great reunion!  I’m  looking 
forward to receiving all the pictures.   

At this point in time, we have 55 paid members.  
This is a reminder to please send in your mem-
bership dues for 2020.  
 
Tom Stachelski, Vice President   
 
Secretary Report:  
  
Elected officers by the membership for  
2019 - 2020: 
 
President:         Jim Dunno 
Vice President:          Tom Stachelski 
Secretary:         Joseph Rios 
Treasurer:         George Kaiser 
Chaplain:         Mark Rucker   
Newsletter Editor:    George Kaiser 
 
Joseph Rios, Secretary 
  
Greetings From Repair 3:  Hope everyone that 
made it to Fredericksburg last month had as 
much fun as Mary and I did. Alex and Joyce 
Paszly did an outstanding job putting together a 
great reunion for 2019!  The membership ap-
proved the 2020 reunion to be held in Norfolk, 
Virginia. We were last there in 2003, so it was 
time for a return visit. Today is October 25th, and 
Mary and I just got back from three days in Nor-
folk planning an itinerary and getting the host 
hotel set for our crowd. We are happy to an-
nounce we just about have things set up for an-
other great time.  How about if I give you some 
details?  (Please see Page 11)  
 
George Kaiser, Treasurer 
 
The Chaplain’s Corner:  “Good Day to all of 
you!”   
 
I can’t believe November is just around the cor-
ner.  Where did our summer go? 
 
What a great reunion we had in Fredericksburg, 
VA this year! It was great seeing our friends 
again, many of whom we haven’t seen since last 
year’s reunion.  What a wonderful job Alex and 
Joyce did in hosting this reunion! Thanks again! 
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The trip to the Quantico shooting simu-
lator was awesome. I was amazed at Pat 
Norton down on the floor shooting a 
machine gun. I certainly don’t want to 
mess around with this lady! The Nation-
al Museum of the Marine Corps was just 
great.  
 
We held the Memorial Service at the 
Quantico National Cemetery.  Kathie 
Marsan did a wonderful job playing the 
Navy Hymn, “Eternal Farther” on her 
flute. So moving! 
 
It was hard not seeing some of our older 
shipmates this year, but I understand 
their reasons.  Let’s keep them in our 
prayers. 
There’s an old church song that says: 
 
   “Have we trials and temptations?  
     Is there trouble anywhere?  
     We should never be discouraged;  
     Take it to the Lord in prayer.  
     Can we find a friend so faithful  
     Who will all our sorrows share?  
     Jesus knows our every weakness;  
     Take it to the Lord in prayer.”  
 
What a great consolation to have some-
one we can share our problems with. 
 
Well it’s time to say “See ya’ later.”  
 
Let’s keep those families in our prayers 
that have lost a loved one who sailed 

aboard the Great Sitkin. 
 
May the Lord Bless and Keep You. 
 
Honor Roll Update: 
 
   Robert M. Clark, BT3, ‘69 - ‘73 
   Charles W. Ross, RMC, ‘60 - ‘62 
 
Mark Rucker, Chaplain 
 
Comments from the Editor:   
 
How do you give up something you love 
doing?   
 
I had a few health issues this year which 
made me realize “time is marching on.”  
I love all the Sitkin people and their 
friends, and I have enjoyed “honorary 
membership” since my husband, Mike, 
passed away seven years ago.   
 
George Kaiser will do a great job as your 
editor.  George, Treasurer of the USS 
Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association, is the 
longest serving officer at 19 years! 
 
Please give him the support you have 
afforded me.  Sailors:  Please send him 
your bios, Naval stories, and photos of 
the Sitkin.  
 
Pat Pasquarella is a gifted photographer 
who has given me tons of help and 
shared his photos with all of us.  The 
Sitkin officers have always treated me 
like “gold.”  A big “thank you” to Jim 

Dunno, our President, for so many rea-
sons!  Thank you, Tom Stachelski, a big 
help with PC questions, Joe Rios for his 
kind heart, Mark Rucker who is a total 
sweetheart, George Kaiser for his undy-
ing support and great stories, and last of 
all, Ron Zimmerman for giving me 
“opportunity” and much needed help!     
 
My eight wonderful friends from the 
USS Waccamaw (AO-109) - thank you 
for coming!  From the photos, it looks 
like you all had a great time!!   
 
Last of all, thank you, all of you, for the 
wonderful times!  27 years!! 
 
Dorothy Hodnichak, Editor  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One more time!  Fred Gallagher and 
Jim Dunno at the banquet “hamming it 
up again!” 
 
 

   

USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association Active Membership:  Active Member status in the USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association is 
open to all crew members.  Dues are $20.00 per year and are used to cover the cost of the newsletters, website hosting, domain name, ad-
ministrative and other expenses.  The membership year is 1 January through 31 December.     Membership cards will be issued to all crew 
members paying dues and will identify the individual by name, expiration date and number of years of Active Membership. 
    Payment of dues is not required to participate in any official function of the Association but is required for being an Active Mem-
ber.  Notices pertaining to dues will be posted on the website  and in the newsletters.  Active Members must have their dues paid prior to 
the annual meeting each year in order to retain their status and eligibility to vote.  
    To become an Active Member of  the USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association, please complete the application form below and send it 

along with a check made payable to:   

                      USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Association, c/o  George Kaiser, 311 W. Oak Lane, Glenolden, PA  19036  
 Name:  _________________________________________________________     E-Mail: ___________________________________ 

 Address: ________________________________________________________     Phone: ___________________________________  

 City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 Dates Served Aboard:  ______________________________ Application Date: __________________      [    ]   New    [    ]   Renewal  

 Amount Submitted: $__________________        [    ]   2020 YR ($20.00)         [    ]   2021 YR ($20.00)         [    ]   2022 YR ($20.00)  

  [    ]   Please send me a copy of the Constitution and Bylaws. 

 Comments:__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
 Signature: ____________________________________________ 
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“Blue Water Navy” and Agent Orange 
 

The rules have changed!  DO  NOT automatically assume that service aboard the USS Great Sitkin (AE-
17) during the 1968 WestPac deployment qualifies you to possible entitlements!  Read CAREFULLY the 
article provided below….  It is printed here to provide you with information below only. 
 
[26 Jun 2019, from Military.com | By Patricia Kime 
 
   Veterans with one of 14 diseases presumed to be related to the herbicide Agent Orange and who 
served offshore or in the specified areas of the DMZ, can now file a disability claim with the Department 
of Veterans to receive benefits, thanks to a law enacted June 25. 
 
   H.R. 299 extends disability compensation to personnel who served off the coast of the Republic of Vi-
etnam between Jan. 9, 1962, and May 7, 1975. It specifies that veterans must have served on a ship not 
more than 12 nautical miles off the coast. The expanse of territorial water covered begins on the south-
western demarcation line of Vietnam and Cambodia and runs through several points spelled out in the 
law. 
 
According to Congress and the Department of Veterans Affairs, an estimated 90,000 veterans may be 
eligible for benefits under the law. 
 
Those eligible include veterans with one or more of the presumptive diseases whose claims were previ-
ously denied. It also includes those with new claims. 
 
If a veteran is not sure where their vessel was located, but they have one of the associated diseases, 
they should file a claim anyway -- and do it as soon as possible, according to John Wells, an attorney 
with Military-Veterans Advocacy. 
 
If a veteran has previously been denied and needs help appealing their claim, they can get assistance 
from an accredited veteran’s service organization. 
 
Help is also available through the National Veterans Legal Services Program by email:  
bluewater2019@nvlsp.org or by phone, 855-333-0677.] 
 
   The KEY is checking the details of H.R. 299 and the “through several points spelled out in the law.” Fortunate-
ly, years ago we had donations from shipmates to procure “Official Copies” of the Ship’s Deck Logs for the Vi-
etnam Cruise.  They are posted in the Association’s Web Site, Crew’s Lounge section, 1968 Deck Logs book.  
The Deck Log shows that on Sunday, 21 July 1968, the U.S.S. GREAT  SITKIN (AE-17) was anchored in Cam 
Ranh Bay, Republic of Vietnam, to perform cargo transfer.  
  
    Being familiar with helping veterans obtain disability ratings and possible compensation from the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, my STRONG advice is to NOT apply directly to the VA yourself.  The paper work can be 
tricky and ANY mistake could possible turn your claim into a denial.    Seek the assistance of a qualified Service 
Officer.  Most states have either a State or County Accredited Service Officer.  If you need help or guidance, 
please give me a call - 772-342-3439 
 
Ron Zimmerman Sr. 



 

 
 
 

USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Memorial Plaque 
Located at the U.S. Navy Memorial in Washington D.C. 

 
Dedicated 9.6.12  Position One on B-25 



 
A Sitkin Birthday Tale  

 
I mentioned in one of my earlier “tales” that playing jokes on each other was a way of life in the Ward-
room.  It brought humor and a pleasant change in the otherwise routine working environment.  This is 
a short story about a joke that was played on me by the entire Wardroom.  It was so diabolical and 
well executed that I had to admire the perpetrator(s).   
 
Our ship was berthed at the pier at the Navy Supply Center in Bayonne.  It was my birthday in Octo-
ber.  One of the guys from the Wardroom came up to me early in the afternoon and wished me 
“Happy Birthday.”  He told me that the “guys” in the Wardroom wanted to give me a small surprise 
birthday party at the Officers Club after liberty call.  He asked me not to spoil the surprise party by 
showing up late.  I thanked him and told him “I will be there!”   
 
I could not help but think how nice these guys were.  It really made me feel good that they thought 
enough of me to get together for a “surprise” birthday celebration.  Consequently, I showed up at the 
Club, on time, to meet all the Officers waiting for me.  They were already drinking.  Everyone came up 
to wish me “Happy Birthday.”  We all had a couple of drinks and enjoyed ourselves.  After a while, as 
if on cue, they came up to me one by one and again wished me “Happy Birthday” and left. 
 
Since it was my Birthday Party, I felt I had to stay until everyone left.  As the last guy left, I went to get 
my cover (hat) and started for the door.  Just as I was about to walk out the door, the bartender yelled 
at me:  “Sir, you forgot to pay the bill!” 
          Alex Paszly 
 

Docked in Bayonne, NJ, New York Harbor - July 1966 



Pat Norton, Carl Peck - ISMT 

 
 

Welcome Reception in Fredericksburg, Virginia   9/11/19 - 9/15/19 

 

Quantico Marine Corps Base, National Museum of the Marine Corps 

 

 

USS Great Sitkin Welcome Reception 

Fred & Sharon Applegate 

 

Ed O’Brien & Sally Eberhardt Joyce & Alex Paszly 

Tom Ewing, Sharon Whitford, Dolores Ewing 

Richard & Renee Milota Kathy & Paul O’Mara 

Joe Savadge, Ray Bryant, Bill Swiecicki, Tom Stachelski Jim Dunno, Ron Campa 

Sharon Whitford, Cathy Kleinbeck, Dolores Ewing 

Fredericksburg Hospitality House  

Joe, Rosanne Theisen Mary & Jim Connallon Richard Milota, Bob & Nancy Hanson 

Mark Rucker - ISMT 

Don McClane - ISMT 

 National Museum - Marines 

Tom Stachelski - 
ISMT 

Jim Dunno - ISMT 



 

 

Tom Stachelski Marie Gallagher - ISMT 

Lewis Pridmore in the VCCT 

 

Renee & Richard Milota,  
Ed Herbst and David Ohms 

Iron Mike 

Don & Patti McClane 

Bill & Julie Guhl 

David Ohms - ISMT Kenny Sooy - ISMT 

David Ohms - in the VCCT John Shade, Mathilda Miller 

Ray & Karen Bryant 

Chris Blansett - ISMT 

Sikorsky UH-34D 

Joyce Paszly - VCCT 



Don McClane  

 
 

Mark Rucker, Chaplain, Kathie Marsan, 
Award-winning Flutist - “Eternal  

Father, The Naval Hymn” and  
George Kaiser - “Taps”   

Kathy & Paul O’Mara 

Patsy Rucker, Mary Kaiser 

Quantico National Cemetery - Honor Ceremony 

Joe Savadge, Bill Swiecicki, 
 Wayne Agee 

Frank & Ramah Lee Peralta,  
Vera & Ron Campa 

Bill Guhl, Bob Hanson 

Carl & Diane Peck 

Mr. Accordian Man,  
Joe Theisen 

Ken & Nancy Carlson 

BBQ Picnic in the Palm Room 

John Shade 

Mount Vernon - George Washington’s Home 

Gerry & Jim Perko 

Chris, Linda Blansett, Phil & Barbara Tinnes 
Fred & Marie Gallagher Sharon Applegate, Ed Herbst 

Vera Campa, Mary Glenn,  Kim Sooy Nancy & Bob Hanson,  
George Kaiser 

Jason, Gregory Huzinec 



George Kaiser, Jim Dunno,  
Tom Stachelski, Mark Rucker,  

Joe Rios (Missing) 

Fred & Joe  

Nick Huzinec,  
Joe Theisen 

Annual Sitkin Sailors’ Business Meeting 
 

USS Great Sitkin (AE-17) Annual Banquet 

Ed Herbst, Mathilda 
Miller 

Cathy & Mike Kleinbeck 

The “Secret Society” 

Sally Eberhardt &  
Ed O’Brien 

Mark Rucker 
Dorothy Hodnichak,   

Jim Dunno 

Joyce & Alex Paszly 

Nancy & Bob Hanson 

Kathie & Paul Marsan Joy & Jim Dunno 

Joe Savadge with the Ladies! 

Kathie Marsan, Susan Lloyd 

Paul &  
Kathy O’Mara 

Ramah Lee &  
Frank Peralta 

Dorothy Hodnichak,  
Nora McNeill 



Sally & Ron Zimmerman 

 Sunday Breakfast & Farewell Until 2020 in Norfolk, Virginia! 

We had lots of fun 
and made many 

memories! 
 

Many photos!  We 
had 80 Sitkin peo-
ple, families and 
friends attend!   

Linda & Lewis Pridmore Kim & Kenny Sooy 

Vera & Ron Campa Grandson, Jason, Nick Huzinec, Son, Gregory 

Bill Guhl, Wayne Agee Linda Blansett, Son, Chris Karen & Jeff Layton Wayne Agee, Son, Rusty 

Nora & Gene McNeill Mary & John Glenn 

Gerry & Jim Perko 

Bill & Julie Guhl Bob & Nancy Hanson Paul & Kathy O’Mara Richard & Renee Milota 

Renee & Richard Milota Linda & Lewis Pridmore David Ohms 
Pat Pasquarella, Daughter,  

Susan Lloyd 

Nora McNeill, Patti McClane, Pat  Norton Jeff & Karen Layton, Linda Blansett Gene McNeill, Don McClane 



                               USS Great Sitkin Reunion - 2020 - Norfolk, Virginia                                  
 

                                   
 
The official dates for the reunion are September 9th thru 13th, 2020. Our host hotel is the same Holiday Inn we 
used in 2003.  

Holiday Inn Hotel and Conference Center 
5655 Greenwich Rd 

Virginia Beach, VA  23462 
 
Room rates are $124 a night. It includes a complimentary breakfast buffet each morning.  Rates are good 3 days 
prior and 3 days after the official reunion dates. Restaurant is onsite, and the food is superb!  Prices are reasonable 
too.  The hotel website is: www.HIVABeachNorfolk.com.  Check it out. 
 
And now, the venues:  Before I start, I’d like to offer two statements. The first is from the Mariner’s Museum in 
Newport News. This is their mission statement:  
“We connect people to the world’s waters, because through the waters, through our shared maritime heritage, 
we are connected to one another.” 
 
The second statement is from a Facebook post made by our Shipmate, Ray Bryant, BM3, ‘69 - ‘73:  
 
“In a couple of days Karen & I will be attending my ship’s reunion.  It is difficult to believe it will be 50 years this 
Christmas Eve I reported aboard the USS Great Sitkin (AE-17).  December 24, 1969, I went aboard a scared, con-
fused, immature 17-year-old high school dropout, heading for the wrong side of the criminal justice system.  Four 
years later, I walked off the ship a mature, self-confident man of 21 with a future.  Any success I can claim in life I 
owe to those four years in the Navy and my marriage to Karen J. Bryant.  The Sitkin was my safe space for four 
years. To be able to reconnect with my shipmates is “priceless!” 
 
This will be quite the seafarer’s reunion. All of our trips will center on our love for the sea and our like experiences 
shared by Ray. 
 
On Thursday, we will be heading to the Mariners’ Museum.  That will be an all-day event. We will have lunch there, 
and our memorial service will be there as well.  It is a world-class museum with many interesting things to see and 
do. We will have guided tours through much of the museum.  Their website is:  www.marinersmuseum.org.   
 
Friday morning will begin with a visit to the Farrier Firefighting Facility.  This is where the Navy teaches Damage 
Control and Firefighting to our 21st century Sailors.  We will have a guided tour of the school and while it won’t be 
as interactive as the gun ranges we’ve seen the past two years, we will be able to see up close how training is done 
in the 21st century.  Seeing how this has been the primary Navy fire school on the east coast for over 75 years, I am 
sure many, if not all of us, have been there for training at some point.  Prepare to be amazed!  Their Facebook page 
is https://www.facebook.com/Farrierfireschool/.  You will be able to buy command T-shirts and patches there. 
 
From Farrier, we will go on a 45-minute guided bus tour of the Navy base.  After that, we will head to the Nauticus.  
Yes, it is another museum of the sea with three floors of exhibits, the US Navy Museum and the USS Wisconsin (BB-
64).  Lunch is on your own.  Part of the day will be a two-hour boat tour of the Hampton Roads water front.  Their 
website is https://nauticus.org/.  These are two action-packed days.  There is so much more to see and do, you may 
be interested in coming early to the reunion or staying later.  We will be providing the cost and registration details 
for the reunion in the Spring 2020 newsletter.   
 
Other details, all preliminary.  The Saturday evening banquet will be buffet style.  A new twist this year.  We will be 
having a “Silent Auction.”  To facilitate this, we will be looking for donations of quality items to provide the mem-
bers to bid on.  Proceeds will go toward offsetting some of the reunion expenses. 
 
In closing, Mary and I value your thoughts regarding the Norfolk reunion.  Please Email us at 
dcckaiser@kaiserstorage.com.  Have a happy and save holiday season.  See you in 2020! 
 
         George & Mary Kaiser, Reunion Hosts 

http://www.HIVABeachNorfolk.com
http://www.marinersmuseum.org


Nauticus, U.S. Navy Museum and the USS Wisconsin (BB-64) 

Actual Propeller of the SS United States 

2020 Reunion in Norfolk, Virginia 

USS Forrestal (CV-59) 
Memorial  

One of the guns from the 
USS Monitor being  

preserved 

Explorer’s Theatre 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:USS_Wisconsin_COA.png
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fhamptonroads.myactivechild.com%2Ffiles%2F7815%2F1076%2F8913%2Fnauticus-3367052-regular.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fhamptonroads.myactivechild.com%2Fblog%2Fsave-nauticus-admission%2F&docid=QKhQ1TTRzeboSM&
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi0.wp.com%2Fwww.wavy.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F3%2F2018%2F11%2FMariner27s20Museum2_1541780323614.jpg_61574288_ver1.0.jpg%3Fresize%3D2560%252C1440%26ssl%3D1&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wavy.com

